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 News Archive
RWU Launches Year-Long Series: “Talking About
Race, Gender and Power”
Beverly Daniel Tatum – author of “Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in
the Cafeteria?” – coming to Bristol campus Nov. 8
Beverly Daniel Tatum, Ph.D., the former president of Spelman
College and a national expert on race relations, will discuss her
landmark book – "Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the
Cafeteria?" – as the featured event in the fall semester programming
of RWU's "Talking About Race, Gender and Power" series. 
 
September 19, 2017 Public A airs Sta 
BRISTOL, R.I. – As the nation grapples with urgent matters of race and gender, Roger Williams
University is launching a year-long series that aims to engage the community in informed dialogue
and work toward practical solutions.
Running through the fall and spring semesters, the series – titled “Talking About Race, Gender and
Power” – will include panel discussions,  lm screenings and guest lecturers.
The University will tap in-house authorities and outside experts, placing current events in historical
contexts and creating opportunities to listen to and learn from each other. The series will encourage
positive, civil discourse and the sharing of divergent viewpoints, helping to prepare students for a
21st century that is global, multicultural and interdependent. The topic also will be explored
through classes across the University as faculty incorporate the theme in a range of disciplines.
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As part of the series, the RWU Common Reading Program will bring together the community to
read Beverly Daniel Tatum’s landmark book, “Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the
Cafeteria?” And Other Conversations About Race.
Also part of the series, Social Justice Month at RWU will devote an entire month to lectures,  lm
screenings and more around social justice issues.
As Provost Andrew Workman said at Convocation, “We at RWU do not shrink from this
conversation, instead we embrace it with the courage of our namesake, Roger Williams, a man who
welcomed Quakers and other then-despised religious groups to the colony of Rhode Island and,
although he disagreed passionately with their views, engaged them in a robust yet civil
conversation.  We as a nation must learn from his example and enter dialogue on these di cult
subjects. Avoiding doing so only feeds the fury of our current national discourse.”
Ame Lambert, RWU’s chief diversity o cer, said, “The breadth of opportunities a orded to us by
this year's theme will allow us to examine power as it operates relative to race and gender; the
intersection of race and gender; and how these constructs interface with queerness,
socioeconomic status, ability, nationality and immigration status. We get to place current events in
the content of history, systems and implicit processes; learn about techniques for having the
conversation; and actually have the conversation many times to increase our understanding and
develop ourselves as positive agents of change. The goal of our conversation is transformation.”
All events are open to the campus community:
Social Justice Month: Looming Installation of Wish Flags 
Tuesday, Oct. 3 • 2:00-5:00 pm 
Visual Arts Center 
An activity with Professor Elizabeth Du y and the Mixed Media class. Wish Flags communicate
ideas they want to bring greater awareness to: social, political and personal, to register
expressions of protest and hope. This will be held outdoors in front of the Visual Arts Center.
Materials available for all who wish to participate. 
 
Social Justice Involvement Fair 
Wednesday, Oct. 4 • 2:00-4:00 pm 
GHH Atrium 
Find out which clubs, orgs, classes and professors engage in social justice work on our campus!
Join the movement!  
 
Social Justice Month: "Upstandership" Workshop 
Wednesday, Oct. 4 • 4:00-6:00 pm 
University Library – Mary Te t White Cultural Center 
Workshop training on how to not be a bystander, but rather how to stand up and be an advocate
for others – with Philip Marshall.  
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Fireside Chat with President Farish 
Wednesday, Oct. 4 • 7:00-8:30 pm 
University Library – Mary Te t White Cultural Center 
Hosted by the PEACE Program at RWU and the O ce of President Farish and co-sponsored by
Chief Diversity O cer Ame Lambert, the Multicultural Student Union, and S.A.F.E. 
 
Social Justice Month: "Re-enchanctment: Animal Rights, Deep Ecology and Signi cance of
Wonder" 
Thursday, Oct. 5 • 3:00-4:00 pm 
University Library – Mary Te t White Cultural Center 
 
Social Justice Month: "Equalogy" Interactive Theater 
Thursday, Oct. 5 • 4:00-6:00 pm 
CAS 157 
In “Equalogy” Interactive Theater, the Women’s Collective for Equality and Empowerment
presents a program that features two 1-hour shows that address issues related to sexual assault
and relationship violence.  
 
Social Justice Month: SAFE To Be YOU Photo Booth 
Tuesday, Oct. 10 • 12:00-2:00 pm 
GHH Atrium 
 
Social Justice Month: LGBTQ Community and Pumpkin Painting 
Wednesday, Oct. 11 • 6:00-8:00 pm 
Gender and Sexuality Center 
S.A.F.E. and the campus community present "Gourds & Gays: LGBTQ Community and
Pumpkin Painting."  
 
President’s Distinguished Speakers Series: Feminist and Activist Micheline Sheehy Ske ngton 
Wednesday, Oct. 11 • 7:00 pm 
University Library – Mary Te t White Cultural Center 
As she retraces her grandmother’s U.S. speaking tour for a documentary  lm, “Hanna and Me:
Passing on the Flame,” Irish feminist and activist Micheline Sheehy Ske ngton will discuss the
 ght for women’s right to vote and for Irish independence from 1917 to 2017. 
 
Social Justice Month: Looming Installation of Wish Flags 
Thursday, Oct. 12 • 2:00-5:00 pm 
Visual Arts Center 
An activity with Professor Elizabeth Du y and the Mixed Media class. Wish Flags communicate
ideas they want to bring greater awareness to: social, political and personal, to register
expressions of protest and hope. This will be held outdoors in front of the Visual Arts Center.
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Materials available for all who wish to participate. 
 
Social Justice Month: Film Screening of "Equal Means Equal" 
Thursday, Oct. 12 • 5:00-8:00 pm 
CAS 157 
 
Social Justice Month: "Why Feminism Matters More Now Than Ever" 
Friday, Oct. 13 • 2:00-4:00 pm 
GHH 206 
 
Social Justice Month: "Hidden Figures: Diversity and STEM" 
Monday, Oct. 16 • 4:00-6:00 pm 
University Library – Mary Te t White Cultural Center 
A  lm screening and discussion with Professor Robert Jacobson and Professor Jennifer Pearce. 
 
Connect with Chief Diversity O cer Ame Lambert 
Tuesday, Oct. 17 • 12:00-1:00 pm 
University Library – Mary Te t White Cultural Center 
 
Social Justice Month: “Race, Memorialization and Memory” 
Tuesday, Oct. 17 • 6:00-8:00 pm 
School of Architecture, Art and Historical Preservation – Room 132 
A panel discussion that features Calvin White Jr., an expert on the African-American experience
and black identity in the U.S. South, joining RWU professors Julian Bonder, Autumn Quezada-
Grant, and Aaron Allen. 
 
Social Justice Month: Performance Art Installation — "STAND" 
Wednesday, Oct. 18 • 10:00-11:00 am 
Library Quad 
 
Social Justice Month: "Break the Silence" Vigil 
Wednesday, Oct. 18 • 5:30-7:00 pm 
Library Quad 
 
Social Justice Month: "Changemaking in Global Context: RWU-Ashoka U Opportunities" 
Wednesday, Oct. 18 • 6:00-8:30 pm 
GHH Atrium 
Ashoka U Commons Manager, Ali Fraenkel and Kate Greene from the Spiegel Center for Global
and International Programs will co-facilitate a workshop focusing on civic and social
changemaking capacity building. Participants will learn about the work of Ashoka’s global
network of social entrepreneurs, innovators, and changemakers, and how Ashoka U helps
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campus communities catalyze e orts to make the world a better place. Together we will explore
opportunities to foster RWU changemaker e orts in global context. 
 
Social Justice Month: How Housing Happens 
Thursday, Oct. 19 • 4:00-6:00 pm 
University Library – Mary Te t White Cultural Center 
A workshop with Brenda Clement, Director of HousingWorks Rhode Island at RWU, and Ame
Lambert, RWU Chief Diversity O cer. They will present an overview of housing issues in Rhode
Island and connections to the larger social justice agenda. 
 
Social Justice Month: "180 Degrees South" 
Wednesday, Oct. 25 • 6:00-8:00 pm 
CAS 157 
A  lm screening and discussion with RWU SEG Fellow Will Dittman, Professor W. Brett Mckenzie,
and Assistant Dean Barbara Grota. 
 
President’s Distinguished Speakers Series: Architects Tod Williams and Billie Tsien 
Wednesday, Oct. 25 • 7:00 pm 
Campus Recreation Center Gymnasium 
Internationally award-winning architect team and designers of the Obama Presidential Center, a
living, working space to be built on the Southside of Chicago that is intended to be a hub for
community and civic engagement. 
 
Joshua B. Stein Works in Progress Lecture Series: "Children of Title IX: Sport, Sexual Assault and
Higher Education in the 1990s" 
Tuesday, November 7 • 5:00 pm 
University Library – Mary Te t White Cultural Center 
Anne Blaschke, history professor at College of the Holy Cross, will present her lecture on this
topic.
President’s Distinguished Speakers Series / Common Reading Program: Author Beverly Daniel
Tatum 
Wednesday, Nov. 8 • 7:00 pm 
Campus Recreation Center Fieldhouse 
The former president of Spelman College and a national expert on race relations, Beverly Daniel
Tatum – 2013 Carnegie Academic Leadership Award winner – will discuss her landmark book,
Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria? And Other Conversations About Race,
as part of the 20th anniversary celebration of her work. During her presentation, Tatum will re ect
upon the issues of racial identity development and the role of race in the classroom 20 years a er
her seminal work has been published. As part of the Common Reading program, all  rst-year
students and many others in the campus community will explore Tatum’s book in classroom
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discussions, campus lectures and more. 
 
Connect with Chief Diversity O cer Ame Lambert 
Tuesday, Nov. 15 • 12:00-1:00 pm 
University Library – Mary Te t White Cultural Center 
 
Joshua B. Stein Works in Progress Lecture Series: "Black Feminist Prophetics: Accountability,
Resilience and the Implausible Futures of Black Feminism" 
Tuesday, December 5 • 5:00 pm 
University Library – Mary Te t White Cultural Center 
Lydia Kelow-Bennett, Ph.D. candidate at Brown University, will present her lecture on this topic. 
 
Fireside Chat with President Farish 
Wednesday, Dec. 6 • 7:00-8:30 pm 
University Library – Mary Te t White Cultural Center 
Hosted by the PEACE Program at RWU and the O ce of President Farish and co-sponsored by
Chief Diversity O cer Ame Lambert, the Multicultural Student Union, and S.A.F.E.
The “Talking About Race, Gender and Power” series programming for the Spring 2018 semester
will be announced soon.
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